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The Arch-biſhops, and Biſhops, of the 


” ChuRCH of SCOTLAND, and others their 
Adherents within that Kingdome: 


Agaynſt the pretended GENERALL ASSEMBLIES, 
holden. at. GLASGOW, Noremb. 21. 1638. 
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It is his Majeſties pleaſure 
that” this be printed: For 
the which, this ſhall bee 

your Warrand: 


HAMILTON. 
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E Arch-biſhops,Bi- 
ſhops, and other Under- 
ſubſcrybers, for our ſelues, 
and in name & behalfe of the 
Church of Scotland, (where- 
as it hath pleaſed the King's 
Majeſtic, to indict A General 
ſſemblie of the Church, to bee kept at Glaſgem, 
Novemb. 21. 1638. for compoſing and ſetling of 
the DiFradions of the ſame ) Firſt doe acknow. 
ledge,and profeſſe, That 4 General A ſſemblie, 
lawfullie called, and orderlie conveaned, is a moſt 
neceſſarie & effectuall Meare, for removing thoſe 
evills wherewith the ſayd Church is infeſted, and 
for ſetling that order which becometh the Houſe 
of Go: and, That we wiſh nothing more, than a 
| 2 a peaceable and orderlie Aſſemblie, to 
that . — acknowledge, and pro- 
feſſe, as becometh good Chriſtians, and faythfull 
Subjects, That his Majeſtie hath authoritie, by his 
Prerogatine Royall, to call Aſſemölies, as is acknow- 
ledged by the Aſemblic at Glaſgows1610, and Pare 
liament 1612. and, That it is not lawfull to con- 
veane without his Royall conſent, and approba« 


tion, except wee will put our ſelues in danger to 
be called in queſtion tor Sedition, 


Yet 


Fa 
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Yet, never- the. leſſe, in ſundrie reſpectes, wee 
can not but eſteeme this Meeting at Glaſgow, moſt 
vnlaw full, and di ſorderlie; and their Proceedinges 
voyde, and Null in Lawe, for thecauſes and Rea. 


ſons following. 


Firſt: Before his Majeſties Royall Warrand 
to my Lord Commiſſioner his Grace, to indict A 
Lawfull Free Generall Aſſemblie_, the vſurped Au- 
thoritie of the 746i, (as they call it) by their 
Miſfines, and Inſtradtons, did giuc order and dire. 
ction, for all Preſbyteries,to cle and chooſe their 
Commiſcioners for the Aſſemblie_Þ; and for ſeeking 
of GOD'S Bleſſing to it, to keepe a ſolemne 
Fat, September 16, vvhereas his Majeſties War- 
tand, for indicting of that Aſſemblie , was not pu- 
bliſhed till the 22 of that Meneth. So that they 
Preventing » and not Proceeding By Warrand of 
Royall Authoritie, the pretended Commiſſioners 
beeing choſen before the Preſbyteries were autho- 
rized to make election, can not be reputed Mem- 
bers of a Lawfull Aſſemblie . a 
A Lawful Aſſemblies, muſt not onelie bee 
indicted by Lam full Authoritie, (as wee acknow- 
ledge this to bee) but alſo conſtituted of ſuch 
Members, as are requiſite to make vp ſuch a Bode. 
For, if according to the Indictian, none at all doe 
conveane; or, where the Clergie is called, there 
meet none but Laicts or moe Laicks, than of the 
Glengie, with equall power, to judge, & determine; 
or ſuch of the Leicks, and Clergie, as are not law- 
fullie authorized, or are not capable of that E. 
ployraent by their Places; or ſuch as are legallie 
127 Ci. diſabled 
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can not be thought a Free and Lawfull 4ſſemblie_, 
by that 477 of Parliament, Iac. 6. Parl. 3. cap. 46. 
1572. Everie Miniſter, Who ſhall pretend to be 4 Mi. 
ni ſter of God's Word and Sacraments, bound to giue 
bis aſſent & ſubſcription to the Articles of Religion, 
contayned in the Acts of our Soveraygne Lord's Parlia. 
ment;andin preſence of the Archbiſhop Smuperintendet, 
or Commiſſioner of the Province,giue his Oath, for aca 
knowledging and recognoſcing of our Soveraygn Lord, 
and his Autboritic, and bring 4 Teſtimoniall in writ 
there vpon; and openlie, vpon ſome Sunday,tn tyme of 
Sermon, or publicke Prayers, in the Church where hee 
ought to attend, reade both the Teſtimoni all and Con- 
Feſſion, and of new make the ſayd Oath,within a maneth 
after hs Admiſſion: vnder the payne, that everie per- 
fon, that ſhall not doe as is aboue- appoynt ed, ſhall ipſo 
facto be deprived, call hi Eccleſiaſticall promotions, 
and living, ſhall be then vac ant, as if he were then na. 
turallie dead; and that all inferiour perſons, under Fre. 
lates, be called before the Arch. biſtops, Biſpops, Super. 
intendents, and Commiſſioners of the Dioceſes, or Pro- 
vince, within which they dwell, as the Alt bearetb. 
All of the clergie conveaned to this MH ſſemblie, 
pretend themſelues to bee Miniſters of GODS 
Word, and Sacramentes, and haue Benefices, or 
other Eccleſiaſticall Livings, yet nevertheleſſe the 
moſt part of them, haue never in preſence of the 
Archbiſhop, Biſhop, Superintendent, or Commit: 
fioner of the Dioceſe, or Province, ſubſcrybed 
the Articles of Religion, contayned in tlie (Alles 
] A 3 of Parl. 


F 
diſabled to ſit, and decide in an £4 /{emblie of the 
Church. A Meeting conſiſting of ſuch Members, 
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of Parliament, and given their 0ath, for ackno w- 
ledging and recognoſcing our Soveraygne Lord, 
and his Aut horitie , and brought a Tefimoniall 
thereof: And, therefore, they are, ipſo facto, depri- 
ved, and their places voyde, as if they were natu- 
rallie dead, and conſequentlie having no place 
nor function in the Church, can not be Commiſ- 
ſioners to this Aſemblie D. hoc maxim? attento, that 
the ſayd perſons not onlie haue never given their 
oath, for acknowledging his Majeſlies Aut horitie, 
nor can ſhow no Te imoniall therevpon, as they 
are bound by the ſayd 4#: But alſo having as ſub- 
jectes comprehended in the repreſentatiue bodie 
of this Kingdome, Promiſed to acknowledge—, obey, 
mayntayne_, defende_, and advaunce , the Lyfe_, 
Honoar, Safetic, Dignitie, Soverayne Authoritie, and 
Prerogatiue Rojall, of his Soverayne_ Majeftie_, bis 
Heyrs & Succeſſours,and Priuiledges of hu Highneſſe 
Crowne,with their lyues lands, and goods, to the utter. 
moſt of their power, conſt antlie, & faytifullie, to with. 

all end whatſorver perſons, powers, and eſtates, 

who ſhall preſume, preaſſe,or intende, anie vyſe to im- 
pugne, prejudge,hurt or impare the ſame; and neues to 
come in the contrarie thereof, directlie or indiretHie,in 
anie tyme coming, as the Acts of Parliament, Jac. 6. 
Parl. 18. cap. 1. Car. Parl. cap. 1. dee propert. - 
And more- over, Being obliedged at their Ad- 
miſſian, to giue their Oaeb, for performance of this 
duetie of their 4ledgeance; And to teſtiſſe and de- 
clare om their conſcience, I hat the Kii the lawſull 
Supreame Governour,as well in matters Spiricuall and 
Ecclefiaiticall, as Temporall, and to M and defende 
415 «ll Iuriſd 


am 


al 1uriſdition and Authoritie, belonging to his (Na- 
jeſtie, by the Act᷑ of Parliament 1612. Yet notwith- 


AND PROTESTATION, 7 


ſtanding of the ſayde Bandes, Ales, and Promiſes, 


whereby the ſayd perſons are ſo ſtrictlie bound to 
the performance of the Premiſſes, his Majeſtic ha. 
ving ordayned, by Act of Councell, at Holie- Rood- 
Hoaſe , Sept. 24. 1638. and Proclamations follo- 
wing therevpon, That all his Majeſties Liedges, 


of whatſoever eſtate, degree, or qualitie, Eceleſia- 


ſticall or Tempo tall, ſhould ſweare and ſubſcrybe 
the ſayde Con rx = s s 1 0 N, together with a ge- 
nerall B a Þ , for defending his Majeſties per- 
ſon and authorities agaynſt all Enemies within 
this Realme, or without, haue not onlie refuſed to 
ſubſcrybe the ſayd BAND and CONFESSION; 
but haue in their Sermons, and other Speaches, diſ- 
ſwaded, deterred, impeded, and hindered others 
of the Liedges to ſubſcrybe the ſame; and pub- 
licklic proteſted agaynſt the ſubſcription thereof: 
And therevpon can not conveane, nor concurre 
lawfullie, to the making vp of the bodie of an 4/- 
ſemblie of the nyc; as being deprived and de- 
nuded of all place and function in the ſame. 

A Generall Aſſemblie_ was condeſcended vn. 
to, out of his Majeſties gracious Clemencie, and 
pious Diſpoſition , as a Royall Favour to thoſe 
that ſo ſhould acknowledge the ſame, and ac- 

uieſce to his gracious pleaſure, and catrie them- 
clues peaceablie, as loyall and duetifull Subjects, 
which the Commiſioners directed to this Aſſemblre, 
ſuppoſed to bee of the number of thoſe that ad. 
heare to the laſt Prote lation made at Edinb: Sept. 
11 . A 4 1638, doe 
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1638. doꝝ not ſo account of, and accept, as ap- 
peareth by the ſayde Proteſtation: whereby they 
proteſt, That it ſhall bee lawfull for them, as at 
other times, ſo at this, to aſſemble themſelues, not- 
withſtandinganie impediment, or prorogation, to 
the contrarie: as alſg by continuing their Mee- 
tings and Table, dilchfged by Authoritie, refuſing 
to ſubſcrybe the B AND according to his Maje- 
ſties, and Councells, command, for mayntayning 
his Majeſties Royall perſon, and authorit ie, pro- 
teſting agaynſt the ſame; ſtill inſiſting with the 
Liedges, to ſubſcrybe the Band of mutuall deferce, 
agaynſt all perſons what - ſo- ever, and remitting 
nothing of their formet᷑ proceedinges, where- by 
his MarSSTIESs wrath was provoked : thereby 
they are become in the ſame ſtate and condition 
wherein they were before his Majeſties Procla- 
mation and pardon; and ſo forfayte the favour of 
this Aſemblie, and libertie to bee Members thereof. 
And others of his Marzsr1ss Subjectes may 
juſtlie feare to meete with them in this Convention, 
for that by the 47 of Parliament, Tar. 6. Parl. 15. 
Cap. 31. Prelacies beeing declared to bee one of 
the three Eſtates of this Kingdome, and by the 
Act of Parliament, Iar. 6. Parl. 8. Cap. 130. All per- 
fons are diſcharged to impugne the dignitie and aut bo- 
rity of the three Eſtates, or any of them in time coming, 
vnder the paine of Treaſon, And whereas the King 
by his Froclamasion, declareth Archbiſhops and Bi- 
ſhops, to haue voyee in the General A emblie, and 
calleth them to the ſame for that effect, as cõſtant- 
lic they haue beenein vic in all ¶emblies, 2 
“⅛6M RES tney 
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they were preſent, as appeareth by manie Acts 


of the General Aſſemblie, ordayning them to 
keepe and affiſt at the ſame, as in the Aſſemblie at 
Edinburgh, December 15. 1566. At Edinburgh, 
March 6. 1572. At Edinburgh, May 10. 1586. 
And by a Letter,written by the 4ſſemblie, March 
6. 1573. to the Rn 6G un r, carneſtlie deſiring 
his owne, or his Commiſſioner's, preſence, and the 
Lords of Councell, and the Biſhops, at the £4þ 
ſemblie>. They notwithſtanding by the ſayde 
Proteiation, September 22. declared Arch-biſhops 
and Biſhops, to haue no Warrand for their Office 
in this CRHux cu, to be authorized with no law- 
full Commiſion, and to haue no place nor voyce 
in this edle and withall doe arrogate to 
their Meeringes,a Soveraygne Authoritie, to deter- 
mine of all Que ffious and Doubtes that can aryſe, 
contrarie to the freedome of the Aſſemb lie, whe. 
ther in Conſtitution and Members, or in the matters 
to bee treated , or in manner and order of pro- 
ceeding. Which howe it doeth ſtand with his 
Majeſties S#premacie_, in all Cauſes, and over aff 
perſons, wee leaue it to that judgement, wherevn- 
to it belongeth; and doe call GOD and Man 
ro Witneſſe, if theſe bee fit Members of an A 
ſemblie, intended for the Order and Peace of the 
r TP IMS 
iving, and not graunting, That the perſons 
foreliyde irected — in name of the 
Clergie, to this Meeting, were capable of that 
Aut horitie , and that the ſayd Freſtyteries had the 
authoricic, to direct W to the General 


V. 
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Aſſemblieg; yet haue they nowe loſt, and fallen 1 


from all ſuch Right, it anie they had; in ſo fart 
as they haue depoſed the Moderators, who were 
lawfullie appoynted to governe them, by the Bi- 
ſhops intheir Synades, and elected others in their 
places, contraricto the Ac of the Aſfmblie at 
Glaſzow, 1610, and A of Parl. 1612; ordayning 
Biſhops to be Moderators at theſe Meetinges; and 
in their abſcnce, the Miniſter whome the Biſhop - 
ſhould appoynt at the node. So theſe Meetings 
having diſclaymed the Authoritie of Biſhops, de- 
poſed their lawfull Moderators, & chooſing others, 
without Awthoritze, can not bee eſteemed lawfull: 


Convocations, that can haue lawfull power of ſen- 
ding out Commiſioners, with authoritie, to judge 


of the Efayres of this c HY CH. 

And yet doeth the Nullitie of the Commiſcions 
fAowing from ſuch Ateetinges, farther appeare in 
this, That they haue aſſociate to themſelues, a 
Laicke- ruling-Elder; (as they call them) out of 
everie 2 Pariſh z who becing ordinarilie 
the. lord of the Pariſh, or the man of the greateſt 
authoritie in the Boundes, doeth over-rule in the 
election of the ſayd Commiſiioners;both by his au. 
thoritie, and their number, beeing moe than the 
Mini ters, whereof ſome becing ordinarilie ab. 
ſent, and fiue or ſixe, or ſo manie of them, 
put in liſt, and removed, there remayne biun few 
Mini fers, to voyce to the Election: and in effect 
the Commiſioners for the Clergie, arc choſen by 
Eay-men, contraric to all order, decencie, and cu- 
ome oblerved in the Chriſtlan world; no ot - | 
accord 


1 
o 


= 
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EY - 
* -according to thecuſtome of this CHYXC77,which 
they pretend to follow: the Preſdyreries formerlie 
never aſſociating to themſelues Z- Elders in the 
election of the Commiſſioners to the General A ſe 
ſemblie, but onlie for their aſſiſtance in Dacipline -, 
and correction of «Hammers; calling for them at 
ſuch occaſions, as they ſtoode in ncede of their 
Godlie Concarrence; declaring otherwy ſe their 
meeting not neceſſarie; and providing expreſſelie, 
that they ſhould not be equall, but fewer in num- 
ber, than the Paflors; as by the Act of Aſſemblie 
at Saynct. Andrewes, April 24, 1582, (where Ma- 
ſter Andrem Melvill was Moderator) docth ap- 
peate: lykeas theſe fourtie yeares by- gone, and 
vpwardes, long before the re- eſtabliſhing of Biſ- 
hops, theſe Zay-Elders haue not beene called at 
all to Preſtyteries. And by the Act at Dundie-, 
1597; whereby it is pretended, That Preſlyteries 
haue authoritie to ſende theſe La- cmmißioners, 
it docth no wyſe appeare, that thoſe Zay-Elders 
had anic hand in chooſing of the Mini ters. And 
this is the onlie AF of the Aſemblie , authorizing 
Preſtyteries, to chooſe Commiſſroners to the Gene- 
rail Aſſemblie h nor haue Lay-Elders fate ordina- 
rilie in Preſbyteries, vpon anie occaſion, theſe four. 
tie yeares, and vpwardes : nor ever had anie 
place, nor voyce, in the election of Miniſters, for 
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the Generall Aſſemblie : and conſequentlie, theſe 


choſen by them to this .4ſemblie—,haue no law- 
full power, nor authoritie. 7260 
Beſide; The perſons Eceleſiaſticall, pretended 
to be authorized commi ſioners to this Aſemblie , 
| B 2 haue 


vn, 


full General C ſſemblie, for diverſe Tranſgreſſions, 


od 3 
bu. . 
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haue ſo behaved themſelues, that juſtlie they may 
be thought vnworthie and vncapable of co 
ſion to a Free and Lawfull Aſſemblie_. | 
1. For that by their ſeditious and rayling Ser- 
mons and Pamphlets, they haue wounded the 
K 1 x 6's Honour, and Soveraygne Authoritie, 
and animated his Liedges to Rebellion; averring, 
That all Authoritie Soveraygne_,is Originallie in 
the Collectiue bodie, derived from thence, to the 
Prince; and that not onlie in caſe of negligence, 
it is Suppletivè in the Collectiue bodie , as beeing 
cummunicate from the Commont ie, to the King; 
Cumulative, not Privative; but alſo in caſe of 
maladminiſtration, to returne to the Collectiae bo- 
die; ſo that Rex excidit jure ſus, and that they 
may refuſe Obedience. 
2. Next; They are knowne to bee ſuch as 
haue cyther beene Schiſmaticallie refractarie and 
ite to good. Order ſetled in the CHY RCH 
and STATE, or ſuch as having promiſed, ſub- 
ſcrybed, and forme obedience to their Ordinarie, 
haue never made conſcience of their Oath or ſuch 
as haue ſworne, and accordinglie practiſed; yet 
contrarie to their Promiſe_, and Practiſt-, haue 
reſiled, to the contempt of Authoritie, and di- 
ſturbance of the CHYRC#H, or ſuch as are vnder 
the Cenſures of the Church of Ireland, for their 
. diſobedience to order; or vnder the Cenſures of 
this CHYRCH , or conveaned, at leaſt deſerving 
to bee conveaned before the ordinaries, or a law- 


deſetving Deprivation : As firſt, For vttering in 
"tr their 


* 
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their Sermons, raſh, and irreverend ſpeaches, in 
Pulpit, agaynſt his Majeſties Councell, and their 
Proctedinges, puniſhable by Deprivation: by the 
AtF of Aſſemblie at Edinburgh, May 22. anne 1590. 
Next; For reproving his Majeſties Lawes, Sratutet, 
and Ordinances, contrarie to the At of Aſſemblie 
at PEarrTH, May 1, Anno 1596. Thirdlie; For 
expreſſing of mens names in Pulpit, or deſcrybing 
them viuelie to their reproach, where there was 
no notorious fault; agaynſt another 4 of the 
ſame Aſſemblie. Fourthlie; For vſing 8 
in their Sermons, not tending to the edification of 
their preſent Auditorie; contrarie to another Ad of 
the ſame Aſemblie. Fiftlie; For keeping Copven- 
ions, not allowed by his Majeſtie, without his 
knowledge, and conſent; contrarie to another 4&# 
of the ſame Aſemblie. Sixtlie; For receaving of 
people, of other Miniſters Flockes, to the Com- 
munion ; contrarie to order, Acte, of Aſſemblies, 
and Coanſels. Seaventhlie; For inttuding them- 
ſelues into other mens Pulpirs, without Calling, 
or Autboritie. Eyghtlie; For vſurping the Au- 
rhoritie to covent their Brethren, and proceede a- 
paynſt them, to the Cenſures of Suſpenſſon, and 
Deprivation. Nynthlie, For preſſiũg the people 
to ſubſcrybe a covenant, not allowed by Authori- 
tie; and oppoſing and withſtanding the ſubſcry- 
bing of a COFYENE4NT offered by his Maje- 
ſtie, and allowed by the Counſel: Beſide manie 
perſonall faultes, and enormities, whereof manie 
of them areguiltie,which'in Charitie we forbeare 
to expreſſe. But hecreby ic do ec appeare, how 
B 3 


vnfit 
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vnfit theſe perſons are, to bee Members of a Free 
and Lam ful Aſſemblie . | 
Nor docth-it ſtand with Reaſon, Scriptare_, ar 
Pradtiſe F the Chriitian Church, that Lay-men 
ſhould bee authorized, to haue deciſive voyce in 
2 Cenerall 1ſſemblie>. In that 4d of Dundie, 
1597, whereby theſe Elders prentende to haue 
this place, thereis.no Warrand expreſſed for 
them, to deliberate, and determine. Their pre- 
ſence, and aſſiſtance, we approue, being allowed, 
and authorized, by the Prince. The Kings Ma. 
jeſties preſence in perſon, or by his Delegates, wee 
holde moſte neceſſarie, to ſee all t hinges orderlie 


and peaceablie done; and that hee haue the chiefe 


hand in all Peliberationt, and Determinations. Nor 
doe wee refuſe, that anie Intelligent, or moderate 
man, may make remonſtrance of his opinion, 
with the reaſons of it, in that way that becom- 
meth him in a Ngtionall Aſſemblie -; due reve- 
rence beeing kept, and uſion avoyded. But 
that anie Lay- man, except hee bee Delegate, by 
Soveraygne Authoritie, ſhall preſume to haue 2 
definitiue anddeeifiueV.oyce, wee eſteeme it ta 
bee intruſion vpon the Paffarall charge, and wi- 


thout Warrand. May wee not, therefore, in- 


treat my Lord Commiſſioner his Grace, in the 
words of the Fuhers of the Fourth Generall Coun. 
cell at Chalcedoiyy Mitte ſoras ſuper fluss Nor will a 
pious Prince bes offended with ir, but with Theo- 
deſi the younger, will ſay , Ilegitimum eſt, eum 
qui non ſit in ordne Sanctiſimorum Epiſcoports Recle- 


he 
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the Empreſſe, commaunded Strategws, Vt Clerici, 
Monachi, & Laici, vi repellerentur, exceptus paucts 

illis quot Epiſcopt ſecum daxerunt. Upon this reſpect 

was Martinus in that Councell of Chalcedon, moved 

to lay; No eſſe ſuum, ſed E piſcoporum tantum ſub- 
cribere_.. | | 

If theſe pretended Commiſſioners, both Lay IX. 

and Eccleſiaſticall,were lawfullic authorized, (as 
it is evident they are not) and for none other 
cauſe declinable, yet the Law doeth admit, that 
juſtlie a Iudge may bee declined, who is proba- 

blie ſuſpect. And of all probabilities, this is the 
molt pregnant, when the Judge, before hee come 

to judgement, doeth giue ſentence of theſe things 

hee hath to judge. This made our Reformers 
Proteſt«tion agaynſt the Councell of Trent, va- 

lide ; and their not compearing, juſtifiable, be- 
cauſe Pope Zs 10 had precondemned Zuther, 

as appeared by his Bull, dated 8 Iunii, 15 20, re- 
newed by Paul 3, dated in Augaſt 1535. This 


was the cauſe why Athanaſius would not giue * 
his appearance at ſome Councells, nor Hoſiue of MH 
Cordaba ,, nor Maximus Patriarch of Conſtan- : 
tinaple . But ſo it is, the moſt part, if not all of k 


the ſayde Commiſioners directed to this Mee. 
ting, haue precondemned- FPISCOPALE Co- 
VERN NEN, and condemned, at leaſt ſuſpended 
Obedience to the Alꝭs of the Generall Aſſemblie,and 
Parliament, concerning the fiue Articles of Pearth, 
haue epproven their COVENANT as molt neceſ- 
ſarie to be embraced of all in this Kingdome : and 

not onelie haue given judgement of theſe p 


B 4. 
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before - hand; but by moſt ſolemne 0 athes, haue 
bound themſelues, to defende, and ſtand to the 
ſame: as doeth appeare by their Covenam, Peti- 
tions, Prote ations, Pampblets, Libels, and Sermons, 
And, thererfore, by no Lam nor Equitie, can theſe 
pretended Commi ſioners bee admitted to deter. 
mine in this Meeting, concerning theſe Perſons 
and Poynts, which before- hand they haue ſo vn- 
juſtlie condemned. 
Farther: With no Law nor Reaſon can it ſub- 
fiſt, that the ſame perſons ſhall bee both uadge: 
and Parties, And wee appeale the Conſciences 
of all honeſt men, if all, at leaſtthe greateſt parte 
of the pretended Commiſſioners, haue not declared 
themſelues Partie to the Arch-biſhops , and Bi- 
_ of this CHYRC#H: For in that they liaue 
declyned the Biſhops to be their Judges, as becing 
their Partie, (as their Declinators, Peritions, Decla- 
rations, and ProteFations,doe beare) haue they not 
fimul & ſemel, & ipſo facto, declared themſelues to 
bee Partie x yr Biſhops 2 Whom they haue 
not onlie 4 yned, but perſecuted, by their Ca. 
lumnies and Reproaches, vented by word and writ, 
in publicke,and in private; by invading their per- 
ſons, oppoſin and oppreſſing them, 41 
of an vnlawfull cm bination for the ſubſcrybing 
and {wearing whereof, they haue, by their owne 
Ast horitie, indicted and kept Faſtes; not onelie in 
their owne Churches; but where worthie men 
Feſuſed to bee acceſſorie to theſe diſorderlie and 
. Impious Courſes, they haue, by ayde of the vnru- 
lic multitude, entered their Seen ds 
RR On 
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on their Charges, reading and cauſing to be read, 
that vnlawfull Covenant; by threatning and me- 
nacing, compelling ſome, (other wyſe vnwilling) 
out of juſt feare, to ſet their hands to it; by pro- 
ceiling, ſuſpending, and removing » obedient and 
worthie Miniſters, from their places, by the vſur- 
ped Authoritie of their Table, and Preſlyreries. And 
whereas by all Lam and 1u#ice, perſons finding 
themſclues wronged in Iudgement , haue never 
bene denyed the remedie of Declinatorie, and Ap- 
pellation: Nevertheleſſe, not a few of theſe Preſi- 
reries haue proceeded againſt ſundrie worthie Mi- 
niſters, who haue declyned, and appealed from 
their Iudgemenis, without reſpect to this Defence: 
by theſe means craftilie intending to diſable them 
to be Commiſſioners for the CHYRCH : direAlic, 
or indirectlie, cauſing their Stipendes to bee kept 
backe from them. By which meanes, not the 
leaſt parte of the ſubſcrybing Miniſters haue bene 
gayned to their Covenant, 

But it is wit hont example, vncharitable, and il. 
legall, that vader the pretext of Summons, (the like 
whereof was never vſed, nor in the like manner, 
agaynſt the moſt haynous AwlefaFors in the king. 
dome) they haue deviſed, forged, vented, and 
publiſhed a moſt infamous ad ſcurrile Li bel, full 
of impudent Lies, and malicious calumnies, againſt 
the Arch-biſhops,and Biſhops, of this CHY3cn: 
and haue firſt given out from their Table, the or- 
der pteſcry bed in theſe ſubſequent Articles which 
we haue inſert, that the World may be Witneſſe 
of the 1Negalitic, and Maliciouſneſſe, of their Pro- 
— I. Ts 
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2 
FO adeſire the Preſbyterie of everie Bi- 
ſhop, eſpeciallie where hee keeperh hu Rei- 
dence, as alſo the Presbyterie where hu Cu. 
thedrall Seat ws, to haue a ſpeciall care of this Bill, and 
Complaynt 4gayn# the Prelates, and particularlie 
#749nit. the Biſhop of thtir Dioceſe. 


II. 

Hat ſome Noble-men, F anie be within the Preſ- 

byteric, ſome Gentle- men, and Barons, ſome 
Miniſters, and ſome Commons, who are not choſen 
Commiſſioners to the Aſſemblie, in their owne_ 
Name, and in Name of all other Covenanters, or 
Complayners , eyther within the Presbyterie , or 
Dioceſe, or whole Kingdome,who are not Commiſ- 
ſioners to the Aſſemblie, will adheare, and aſſiſt in 
ths Complaynt, that they preſent thu Bill to the- 
Presbyrerie. 1175 


I Hat they who are Co mplayners, haue 4 28 
lar care to fill up the Blanks left in the Bill, in the 

Sub ſumptions ee Faults cõmitted by tbe 
Biſhop of the Dioceſe, agaynſt theſe general Rules, 
Canons, and Actes: or if theſe Blankes will not con- 
tayne the ſame, that the Complayners draw vp in 
erticular Clayme, all the particulgr Faultes, and 
ee, the Biſhop of that Dioceſe, «- 
aynſt theſe Rules, Canons, and Ads, or ante other 
w of the Church, or Kingdome; and preſenr the 
ſame io the Presbyterig, with thi general Com- 
playnt. td if they. can not get rhe Particulars 
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preſentlie readie , notwithſtanding, they preſent wi- 
bout anie.delay, becauſe of the ſcarceneſſe of the tyme, 
this Complaynt, as it ſlandeth with the Blanks: and 
inthe meane tyme, may gather anie other Particulars, 
agan# the Aſlemblie, to which this Complaynt 4 
10 bee referred. 
IV. 


T Har: he Presbyterie finding the Complaynt 
important, & the Generall Aſſemblie jo approa- 
ching, referre the ſame to the Generall Aſſemblie, H 
an Act of this Reference, inſert in the Bookes of the - 
Presbyterie. 
V. : 
'T Hat vpn thi Reference of rhe Complaynt to 
the Aſſemblie, the Presbyterie admoniſh the 
Complayners, apud acta, to be preſent at the ſayde 
Aſſemblie, for aſiſting and verifying of the ſchde 
Complaynt. Ry | 


t the Presbyterie ordayne all their Paſtors, 
out of Pulpit, on 4 Sabbath- day, before noone, to 
Cauſe reade publicklie this whole Complaynt, and the 
Presbyteries Reference to the Aſſemblie; and ſor0 
admoniſh the Biſhop of that Dioceſe, the Delinquent 
complayned vpon, with the rei of his Collegues, o be 
preſent at the Gen. Aſſembly, fo anſinere to the parti- 
cular Complaynr, both in the particular & general - 
heads therof, give,or to be give in; c& to abide the cen- 
fare & imall of ii Aſſemblie ther upon. 4nd lykwyſe, 
wel Pulpit to 4dmioniſh all others, 3 _ 
e the perſuing, or referring. thy Complaynt, 
tout preſent, at the 7% Affeshbl. 8 
OY | C2 VII. Taar: 


: 
Cy % 
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VII. 

Har the Presbyterie inſert, in their Preſtyterie- 

Bootes, the whole tenour of this Complaynt, both 
in the generall and particular heads thereof: and that 
they hane a care, to cauſe deliver by their ordinary Bea- 
dell, to the Biſhop of the Dioceſe, a Copie.thereof,and 4 
Copie of an Act, referring the ſame to the Aſſemblie; 
and ſummon him, to compeare before the Aſſemblie. 
And if he be within the Countrey, and can not be per- 
ſonallie apprehended to affix a fall Copie thereof upon 
each dwelling place, and upon the moſt patent doore of 
the Cathedrall Church, and Epiſcopall Seat. 


VAI. 

Hat the Complayners, within the Presbyterie 

where the Biſhop i reſidẽt, or bath huCarthedrall, 
be carefull to keep correſponce with thoſe in other Preſ- 
byteries within their Dioceſe, who beſt can ſpecifie & 
verifie their Biſhops vſurpation, & tranſgreſions; and 
who had particular Articles, to gather particular De. 
clarations, and Informations, of rhe ſame, 


I'X, 

Hat ſome of theſe Complaynersintheir own name, 
4 Fi — per. Pony fromthe reft,Without 
fling, attend the Aſſemblie, with the generallcom- 
playnt, and particular F erifications,e Specifications, 


"Hat incaſe the presbyterie where hs Biſhop hath 

- TP he hath his — and 
Epiſcopall Seat, reſuſe to rerenue tb Complaynt, or 
referre the ſame to Ae Aue or to admoniſh, or | 


cite, 
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cite, the Biſhop e before the Aſſemblie, to 
aunſwere to the cumplaynt; That the G entie- men, aud 
others, who are Co ners ro the Presbyteries, vp- 
on their Refuſall, take Inſtrument, in the handes of 
the Clerke of the Presbyterie, or anie Notaric, and 
proteſt, That their Refuſall of the ordinarie care of 
Iuſtice, procared (without doubt) by the Biſhop of 
that Dioceſe, delinquent, complayned of, the equiva- 
lent of Law and Reaſon, bee a formall Citation 7 
him. Which Proteſtation, they may affixe vpon the 
dwelling houſe of the ſayde Biſhop, or vpos his Cathe- 
drall Church, er vpon the pryme Church Within the 
Presbyteric. And, That they may deale with anie 
other Presbyterie within the Dioceſe, who i better 
diſpoſed, and vpon their receat of the 77 will 
referre the ſame to the Aſſemblie, and cite the Biſho 
in manner aboue-expreſſed, to compeare before 1 
Y Aſſemblie. 

XI. 


1 T2 M: Perhaps ſome Miniſter within the Preſ- 
byterie, may thinke ſome Heads of this Com- 
laynt, not to berelevant in hs Opinion, or know the 
iſhop , vor to bee guilticof all the particular Heads 
contayned therein, Tet hte in Iuſtice can not refuſe to 
referre the tryall of the Relevancie, and Probation 
theregfi to the Generall Aſſemblie; eſpeciallze, ſering 
the Relevance and Probation of moe or fever Points 
azaynit the Biſhop of che Dioceſe, &/»{ſicient 3 and. 

the Subſumption of everie particular Head, 
L en the Biſhop of the Dioceſe, withbi Col. 
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XII. 5 
Texz To deſire the Presbytery, ps Complaynts 
1 vpon ante perſons within the ſame,againſt any ſcan. 
dalows Miniſter, eyther in Doctrine or Lyfe, ether 
to judge the Complaynt, or referre the ſame to the 
tryali and cenſure of the Generall Aſſemblic:. and ſo . 
to admoniſh and cite the Miniſters * vponu, 
10 compeare before the. Generall Aſſemblie, er 
that ende.. 


According to which Articles, vpon Sunday, 
October 28, they cauſed reade the ſayd Libel in all 
the Churches of EoinzurGu, notwitliſtan- 
ding my Lord Commiſſioners command given 
to the Proveſ and Baylies tothe contraric , except 
in Bolle. Read. Haase „ where it was. read the 
next Sunday, as it was in other Churches of the 
Kingdome; proceeding heerein, 1. Agaynſt all 
Charitie, which doeth not behaue it ſelfe vnſeem- 
lie, nor delighteth in the diſcoverie of mens na- 
kedneſſe, nor take vp a reproach, nor back - bite 
with the tongue; much leſſe to write a Booke a. 
gaynſta Brother. 2. Agaynſt the order preſcry-. 

d by the Apoſtle; Mt to rebuke an Elder, but ta 
intreate him as 4 Father + and by the. Ad of Parlits 
ment, Iac. 6, Parl. 8, diſcharging all perſons to im. 
Pugnc or to procure the diminutian of the authp- - 
ritie & power ofthe three Efates,oranic of hem. . 
3+, AgAY 


ie of th 

— t all 1awfull and fotmall proceeding, 
ſpeciallie, that preſcrybed by. 4&# of Generall © 
Aſſemblie at Pra ru, Martij 141596; whereby it : 
e Chara Fangmene contaynernenpe, 
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.ciall- Cauſe and Cryme which the ſayde Libel! 
doeth not: nameing onelie generall Calumnies, 
. Reproaches , and Aſperſions , without inſtruction 
of anie particular, but leaving theſe to bee filled 
vp by malitious delation, after they haue defa. 
med their Brethren by r this Libell: as 
appeareth by the 8 and 11 Articles of the ſayde 
Inſtructions. And agaynſt the order preſcrybed 
by the 4ſſemblie at Saynct- Andrewes, Arr Ii 24, 
.1582 ; whereby it is enacted, That inproceſſe of de- 
privation of Miniſters, here be à libelled Precept wps 
fourtie dayes warning, beeing within the Realme, and 
#hreeſcore dayes, being Without the Realme, to bee dire- 
Fed bythe Church, aud ſuch Commiſſioners there- 
of, as elect and admit the perſon caplained of; ſummo- 
ming them to copeare,& anſwerevpen theComplaint, 
And in caſe of their abſence at the firſs Summons, the 
ſecond to be directed upon thelykewarnme with certi- 
Acation:if hee faile the Libell ſhall be admitted to pro- 
Lation, and hee ſhall bee holden pro confeſſo. Which 
forme not beeing kept in a Summon: inferring the 
2 of Deprivatzon, the ſame can not 
Pee ſuſtayned by the ordet of that | 
4. Agaynſt common Eqaitie, which admitteth 
Summons onlie by the authoritie of that 7udge be- 
fore whom the Delinquent is to cõpeare. Whore- 
by, the Summen directed by the aurhotitic of 
theſe pretended; Preſtyteries, can not ſuſtayne, 
for compearaace before the Genera cAfſembiic, 
nor could reference bee made from the Preſbyte- 
vie, to he, General Aſſemblie, the partięg: aevet 
beeing ſummoned to o ee debedche Pref- 
. 4 
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*byterie, whereby eyther in preſence of the Parrit, 
or incaſe of contumacie, the Complayur might be 
referred to the Aſſemblie. That there was no 
Citation before the Reference, is cleare, by the ſayd 
Inſtrutions. And what a ſtrange and odious 
forme it is, to inſert ſuch a calumnious Zibe//in 
the Preſtyterie - Bookes,' without citing of the Pay. 
ties, to aunſwere therevnto; and to cite the Bi- 
ſhops before the Generall Aſſemblie, by the ſayde 
Libell, by publiſhing the ſame at Chnrches, to the 
which they had no Relation, and were manie miles 
diſtant; wee leaue it to the judgement of indif. 
rent men. 5. Agaynſt all Decencie, and reſpect 
due to men of their Place, the ſayde perſons, 
becing Men of Dignitie, and ſome of them of his 
Majeſties moſte Ho NOYR ABLE PRIVILE 
'COFNCELL, and knowne to bee of blame- 
leſſe Converſation,and to haue deſerved well, thus 
to bee reviled and traduced, doeth redound to the 
reproach of Church, and State, and of the Gos- 
r, whereof they are Preachers. 6. Laſtlie, 
to omiĩt manie other Infurmalities, agaynſt their 
one Conſeisuter, which wee charge In the fighe 
of GOD, 1 dre His Great 
an If they ſuſpeR, and know 
the judgement of Cha- 


they thus accuſe; to bee free of 


' 
bows, . . 
— — 4 

* 
1 
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bours, if ſo bee they can furniſh. ir. By which in. 
formall and malitious. Proceeding ,- it: is moſt, ap- 
parent, that our ſayd Parties doe ſceke our diſgrace 
and overthrowe, moſt malitiouſlie, and illegallie. 
And therefore, wee call Heaven and earth to wit. 
neſſe, if this bee not a barbarous, and violent per- 
fecution , that all circumſtances hecing conk de. 
red, hath few or none to: parallell it, ſince the 
beginning of Chriſtianitie: and if wee haue nat 
juſt cauſe to decline the ſayde pretended Commiſe 
froners , as our Partie. Ob G18 216 3 
Moreover, can theſomen expect, but in a la. 
full Aſemblie they were to bee called and cenſu- 
red for their enorme tranſgreſſions foreſayde v 
And will anie man thinke, that they can be judges 
in their owne cauſe? it is en out of the 
Canon - Law, agaynſt the Pope, that if the Pope 
| bes at variance wihans man, hee ought not to 
bee judge himſelfe, but to chooſe Arhitrauors. An 
this — militate agaynſt them; except 82 
more vnrulie than Popes, Ludovica B&varw., and 
re = Eſtates of Gone with him, did pleade 
this Nuditie agaynſt the; lentence and proceeding 
os , e Gee Rds 
Arch biſhop of Callen, 1546, did pleade the N 


litie of Pall ʒ his Bull of Ex unicatian, be. 
cauſe. hee proteſted, that to: Alayyfull 
8 

me minges 


- 


Coungell ee e e 
liltie o 


» o 


the Pope as Partie, beeing gu 
cenſurable by the Caunceil. 


But che late Proteſtatian doeth ſhow xhe Au- 


— 


thots thereof, to bee $0 lefle 


Place, 
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Place, and Awthoritie,than they arc overweening- 
of cheir one. For it is agaynſt Reaſon, and Fra- 
of the Chriſtian Church, that no Primate, 
Arch-biſhop, nor Biſhop , haue place nor voyce 
deliberatiue, or deciſiue, in, Generall Aſſemblies; 
except they her authorized; and elected, by their 
Preſvyteriail'Mteringes, conſiſting of Preaching and 
Ruling-Blaers, (as they call them) and without 
Wartand, or Example, in the Primitiue, and pu- 
reſt tymes of the Church. 
XII. This alſo doeth inferre the Nullirie of an AJ. 
mblie. if the Moderator and Preſident for matters 
of Doctrine, and Diſcipline_, ſhall bee neyther 
the Primate, Archbiſhop, nor Biſhop; but he who 
N r of Preſbyters,_ and Lay-mens voyces, 
bee elected: which happilie may bee one of 
the inferiour Clergie, ot a Lay-perſon,as ſometymes 
it hath fallen out. Whereas Canonicallie, accor- 
ding to the amcĩent Practiſe of the HV cH, 
the Primat Huld preſide: according to the Com 


1. 9, and of che 7m 

123, CH. 10, ng to 
| For 1 plicein Aſſemblies arch... 
biſhops and Biſbops had In other Chriſtian Na- 
clons the the they had fc do 


Soothe 


ot * 4 5 = 0 * 
can 
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ted. Neyther doeth that 47 1592, eſtabliſhing 
General Aſſemblies, debarre Biſhops from-prefi- 
ding therein : Nor the — — of their cm- 
miſcion, graunted vnto them by At of Parliament, 
in ect aſticall Cauſes, imply and inferre the abro- 
gation of that Authorities , Which they receaved 
not from the Parliament, but from CHRIST, 
fr5 Whom they receaved the ney Ower-froht 
of the Clergies, — — hoe Char 3 here vnto 
belongeth the Freſi Aſemblies, for 
matters Spirituall; 5 6 — due Submiſſion 
to the Supreame Governour : which is ſo intrinſe- 
callie inherent in them, as e Biſhops, that 
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; 2 of the Oregon wage bras — in Camel, and 
Seſſion; 2 not anie Att, or Katte, but hoc % 
that hee is Chaxcellow. By Act of . 2 
Biſhops are declated, to haue their Rg in y- 
nodes, and other inferiour Meetings, but by 90 
Zane reſtrayned, nor debarred from the exercyſe 
of it in Natiama Aſſemblies: atd the Laws lo- 
Biſbeps:to\ bee Maar uteri af the — ' 
2 preſent a Lift, in abſenceof the er 
tame, to whome, of right, this Place: doeth be. 
long, as ſayd is, .onrof whichehe Modtraor of the 
Generdll Afſeniblic » ſhall ber choſen. For ĩs ĩt not 
more agreeable to tcaſen, ordir, and Decenoie tha 
out of Moderators of nodes, a Moder aror of the Ge- 
neral e ſnoulch bee choſen, than of the i in- 
feriour Clexgie;ſabje@&to them 

As — that 44 of the General Aled 
D 2 blie, Anno 
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blic, Anno 1580, whereby. Biſhops are declared io 
haue no W arrand out of Scripture; if corruption 
of tyme ſhall bee regarded, the authoritie of that 
Aſſemblie might bee neglected, no leſſe than that 
at Glaſgom; Auno 1610. But it is ordinatie, that 


Prior Acres of i Aſſemblies; and Farliamentes, giue 
place to the Po Feriar: For Poferiora derogant Pris- 


ribuu. And there paſt not full ſixe yeares, when 
A Gcneraſ Aſſemblie at Edinburgh found, that the 


Name of Biſhops, hath a ſpeciall Charge, and Fun- 


ction, annexed to it, by the Wordof GOD: and, 


that it was lawfull for the Generall Aſemblie, to 
admit a Biſhop to a Benefice. » preſented by the 
Kings Majeſtie; with power toadmit,vilite, and 
depriue c46niFers, and to bee cModeratonres of 
the Preſtyteries where they are reſident, and ſub. - 
je& onelie to the Sentence of the Generall A 


As for that Act at Montroſe, let them anſwere 
to it that haue their Calling by that Commiſſion: 
Wee profeſſe, That wee haue a lawfull calling, 
by cho election of the —— the. 
ow of BV. 

s, by his Majeſties Confſeit, and Approbation, 
— to the laudable Lames, — auncient 
CuZome ofthis K TNG DOME, and of the 
c HV CA in umcient tymes; and doe Hamage 
to our Soveraygne Lord, for our Tem poralities; & 
acknowledge him, ſola DEO minorem, next vnto 
GOD, in all Cauſes, and over all Petſons, Spiri- 
tuall, or Temporall in his owne Dominions, Su- 


Chapter of our Cunbeuv ale, and Co 


preame Governour, But now wee may take vp 


Cyprias / 


, 
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Cyprian his Complaynt, Lts 3. Ex. 14. 910d now 
periculum metuere debe mus de offenss4 Domini, qu. 
ao aliqui de Preſtyteru, nec Evangelii, uec loci 45 me- 
mores; ſed neque futurum Dei judicium, ne que pre po- 
ſitum [ibs Epi ſcopum cogit antes, quod nunquam omni- 
no ſub antercſſaribus factum eft, cum contumelia c 
contemptd præpoſiti totum ſibi vendicem? Atque vti- 
nam non 1 fratrum noftrorum: ſalute ſibi om. 
nia venaicarent, Contumelias Epiſcopatus noſtri 
dißſimulare & ferre poſſem; ſicut diſipmulavi ſemper 
& pertuli: ſed diſfimulandi nunc locus non eit, quands 
decipiatur fraternitas noſtra 4 quibuſdam veſtrum, 
qui dum (ine ratione reſtituendæ ſalutis, plauſibiles 
eſſe capiunt; mags ſapſis ol ſunt. - 
L.aſtlie; It is moſt manifeſt by the Premiſles, 
how abſurd it is, and contrarie to all Reaſon, and 
Practiſe of the Chriſtian Church, that Arch. 
biſhops,and Biſhops, ſhall bee judged by Presby. 
ters; and more abſurd, that they ſhould bee jud- 
ged by a mixt Meeting of Presbyters and Laicks, 
conveaning without lawfull Authoritie of the 
Church. Howe, and by whome, they ate to 
bee judged, according tothe Cuſtome of Aun- 


XIn. 


cient tymes, may bee ſeene by the Councell of 


Chalcedon, Can. 9, and Concil. Milevit, Can, 22, 
and Concil: Carthag. 2, Can. 10. Nor doe wee 
declyne the lawfull tryall of anie competent ju. 
dicatorie in the xingdme; eſpeciallie of a Ge. 
vera Aſſemblie lawfullie conſtitute, or of his 
Majeſties high Commiſfontr, for anie thing in 
lyfe or doctrine, can be layde to our charge: onlit 
wwe declare and affirme, That it is againſt Order, De- 
* D 3 8 
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rencie, and Srripture, that we ſhould be judged by 
Preſeyters, or by Laictes, without Authorttze and 
Commiſſion, from Suveraygne Authorttie. 

For the Reaſons fore-ſay d, and manic moe, and 
for difcharge of our duetie to GOD, to His 
CHF RC1,andto our Sacred Soveraygne; leſt by our 
ſilence we betray the CHYRCHE'S Right, his Ma- 

jeſties A#thoritie, and our owne Conſciences, Wee 
for our ſelues, and in Name of the CHYRCH of 
SCOT LAND, are forced to proteſt, That this 4A, 
ſemblie bee reputed and holden NS] in Lane Pi. 
vine and Hamane: and, That no Church. man bee 
holden to appearebeforc,afſiſt,or approue it: and 
therefore, that no Letter, Petition, Subſcription, In. 
terlocutor, Certification, Admonitien, or other Act 
what- ſo-· ever proceed ing from the ſayd Aſſemblie, 
or anie Member thereof, bee anie wyſe prejudiciall 
to the Religion, and Confeſſion of Fayth, by Act of 
Parliament eſtabliſhed, or to the CHR CA, or 
anie Member thereof, or to the Iariſdiction, Liber- 
ties, Priviledges, Rentes, Benefices, and Poſſeſons of 
the ſame, Aches of Generall Aſſemblie, of Councell, 
and Parliament, in Favoures thereof; or to the 
three EFates of the Kingdame, or anie of them; 
or to vt, or anie of vs, in our Perſons, or Efates, 
Aut horitie, Iuriſdiftion, Dignitie, Rentes, Benefices, 
Reputation, and good Name: But on the con- 
trarie, That all ſuch Ades and Deedes aboue- men 
tioned, and everie one of them, are, and ſhall bee 
reputed and eſteemed vnjuſt, illegall, and Ns# in 
themſelues; with all that hath followed, or may 
follow there-vpon. | 225 
Bs And 
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And for as much as the ſayde Aſſemblie doeth 
iatende, (as we are informed) to call in queſtion, 
diſcuſſe, and condemne thinges not onelie in 
themſelues lawfull, and warrandable ; but alſo 
defined. and determined by Ades of Generall 
Aſſemblie_, and Parliaments, and in practiſe ac- 
cordinglie; to the diſgrace and prejudice of Re- 
formed Religion, authoritie of the Lawes and 
Liberties of the Church and K ingdome-; weak- 
ning his Majeſties ¶ Authoritie, dugracing tlie Pro- 
Feſſion and Fractiſe, which hee holdeth in the 
Communion of the Church where hee liveth; 
and branding of Reformed Churches, with the 
foule aſpertions of Idolatrie and Saperſtuion: 
Wee proteſt before GOD and man, that what 
ſhall bee done in this kinde, may not redound to 
the diſgrace or diſadvantage of Reformed Religion, 
nor bee reputed a deede of the Church of 
SCOTLAND. | 
Wee proteſt, that wee imbrace and hold, That 
the Religion preſentlic profeſſed in the Church 
of Scor rand, according to the Confeſſion there. 
of, receaved by the Eates of this K ingame, 
and ratified in Parliament, the yeare 1567, is the 
true Religion. bringing men to Erernell Salvation, 
and doe deteſt all contrarie Erraur. Een 

Wee proteſt, That Exiſcopall Government in 
the Chnrch, is lavfull, and neceſſarie: and, That 
the ſame is not oppoſed, and impugned, for anie 
Defe# or Fault, eyther in the Government or 
Gvernoares ; but by the malice and craft of the 
IK } D + "Devill, 


32 ThE DECLINATOR 


:Derill, envying the ſueceſſe of that Government 
in this HV ACA theſe. manic yeares by- paſt, 
moſt evident, io planting of cbarches with able 
and learned Mimiters, recovering of the Charch 
Rents, helping ofthe Mini ters Stipends, preven- 
ting of theſe jarres betwixt the x / N G and the 


CHF-RCH, which in former tymes dangerouſlic ' | 


infeſted the ſame, keeping the peope in Peace 
and Obedience , and ſuppreſſing of Poperie , 
which in reſpect eyther of the number of their 
Proſeſſoures, or boldneſſe of their Srofeſion, was 
never at ſo lowe an ebbe in this K ingaome, as be- 
fore theſe ſtirres. | | 

Wee proteſt, That ſeeing theſe who for ſcruple 
of conſcience. did miſlyke the Service- Bente, Ca- 
Bons, and high Commiſſion, which were apprehen- 
ded,or given foorth,tobethe cauſe of the troubles 
of this Church, haue now receaved ſatisfaction, 
and his Majeſtie is graciouſſie pleaſed to'forger 
and forgiue all offences by - paſt in theſe -ſtirtcs; 
that all the Subjectes of this Kizgdome may liue in 
Peace and ere — 3 bfull 
Subjectes, and good Chriſtians ; laying aſide all 
hatred; envye 8 bitterneſſe. And if anie ſhall 
tefuſe ſo to doe, they may beare the blame, and be 
thought the cauſe of the troubles that may enſue: 
and the ſame bee not imputed to vs, or anie of 
vs. Who deſire nothing more, than to live in 
peace and concord with all men, vnder his A AIE- 
STESobedience, and who haue committed no- 
thing agaynſt the Lanet of the Kingdeme ang 


Church, 


" And PaoTESTATION, 3}: 
church, that may giue anie man juſt cauſe of of. 
fence; and are ſo farre from wiſhing hurt to anie 
man, in his perſon, or eſtate, notwit neal 
the indignities and injuries wee haue ſuffered that 
for quenching this preſent Combuſtion, and ſet. 
ling Peace in this Church, and Countrey, wee 
could bee content, after clearing of our innocens * 

cic, of all thinges where-with wee can bee char- 

ged, not onelie to lay downe our Biſhoprickes at 
his Majeſties feet, to bediſpoſed of at his Royall 
row ; but alſo, if ſo bee, it pleaſed G OD, to 

ay downe our lyues, and become a Saeriſice, for 
this Atonement. | * N 
Wee proteſt, in the fight of GOD, to Whom ' 

one day wee muſt giue Account, That wee make 
vie of this DECLINATOR, and PROTEST A. - 
TION, out of the conſcience of our duetie to 
GOD, and His — and not out of feare of 


anie guiltineſſe, anie of vs is conſcious 
to-humfclfe eyther of wickedneſſe in our 
lyues, or miſcarriage in our Callings: being con- 
tent, everie one of vs, for our one particular (as 
wee haue never ſhowne our ſelues to bee other- 
—— — IF 
Tryall, of anie Judicatorie within this 
Kingdome, or af his Majeſt ies high Cõmiſſioner. 1 
And wee moſte humblie intreat his Grace, to 3 
intercedewiththeKing's Majeſl it I hat hes mays 3 
appoynt a Frte and Lam full Geneſall Laſinb lie 2 
ſuchas GOD'S Word, the gran = thePrimi-- + 
1 tive-Church; and Lawes of the: Ki e doe 
pteſcrybeꝭ andallowę, withaltconvenienc ſpeed 


E to the 
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to the effect, the preſent Diſtractions of the 
Church may be ſetled. And if there beanie thing 
tobe layd tothe charge of any of the Clergie, of 
what ſo- ever degree, eyther in Lyfe and Man. 
ners, or Doctrine, or exerciſe of his Calling, and 
Iuriſdiction, hee may bee heard to aunſwere all 
Accuſations, and abyde all tryall,eyther for clea- 
ring his innocencie, or ſuffering condigne punifh. - 
ment, according to his Tranſgreſſions: declyning 
alwayes this Aſſemblie , for the cauſes aboue- 
written. Lyke as by theſe Preſentes, wee, and 
everie one of vs, declyne the ſame, the whole 
Members thereof, and Commiſſioners fore- ſayd, di- 
rected there vnto, and everie ono of them. | 
Wee proteſt , That this our PROTEST A- - 
T1ON, in reſpect of our lawfull abſence,may bec 
receaved, in the Name of vs vnder- ſubſcrybing, 
for our ſelues, and in the Name of the CHY RCH 
of SCOTLAND, that ſhall adhearę tothe ſayde 
PROTEST ATION and in tile Name of everie 
one of them, From our well-beloved, Doctor 
RoBzer. Hauiiron,: Miniſter.at Grias-- 
y Rib ut. TG, 2 41 
To whome, by theſe Preſemtes, wee giue our 
full Power, and expreſſe Mandate, to preſent the 


ſame in or at the ſayde Aſſemblie ot where elſe 
it ſhall bee n ie to bee vſed; with all ſub- 
miſſion, and obedience due to dur Gracious So- 


gue, and his Majeſties High Commiſſioner. 
vpon the preſenting and vſing thereof, Acts 
and Inſtrumentes tocrauèe and all other thinges to 
doe, that neceſſarilie are requyred in ſuch Cas: 


V 


firme 


* 


— 


"ER" Roe, — 
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firme and ſtable holdin 7 5 for to holde, what 


hee, or anie of them, ſhall lawfullie doe n the 
Premiſſes. 


In witneſſe where- of, as wee are readie with 
our Blood, ſo with our Hand, wee haue ſubſcry- 
bed theſe Preſentes, at the Palace of — 
Roo b-Hoysk, NEW-CASTLE, and GLAS- 
go, the 16, 17, and 20 dayes of November, 
Anno 16 38. Et ſic ſub ſeribitur? 


Fo: Fe Andree Arch. AL. A. . 0 
Pa: Glaſgow. Scl Cue, 
Da: Edinburgen. J. Ae. | 
Tho: Gallovidien. den vg : 
Fo: Roſſen. ot Hin we : 
Walterus Brechinen. OR 2 
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